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- CLSS Map Browser 3.0

GETTING STARTED —
WHICH TOOL SHOULD YOU USE?

There are four methods of conducting searches for Canada Lands Survey Records
(CLSR). These include:

CLSS Map Browser — an interactive, map-based plan and parcel

search tool

Canada Lands in Google Earth —an overlay providing an integrated

view of boundaries and parcels in Google Earth

Survey Plan Search — a text-based search tool for all current and

historical records

Survey Project Search — a text-based search tool for in-progress

survey projects

The following pages will help you determine which toolto use to find the information
you seek.


https://clss.nrcan-rncan.gc.ca/mb-nc/en/index.html
https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/maps-tools-and-publications/maps/canada-lands-surveys/tools-applications-canada-lands-surveys/11094#c2
https://clss.nrcan-rncan.gc.ca/clss/plan/search-recherche
https://clss.nrcan-rncan.gc.ca/clss/project-projet/search-recherche
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WHICH TOOL SHOULD YOU USE?

If | knowthelot numberlam looking for

The Map Browser Search tool and the keyword search of the Survey Plan
@ Search tool allows searching for a lot or a parcel number. See example
in the Map Browser Help Manual on page 24.

Ifl haveaplan number?

The Survey Plan Search tool is the easiest way to find a survey plan if you
@ know the plan number. See example 2 of the Survey Plan Search Help
Manual on page 16.

If | know exactly where to look on a map to find the information |
need?

® Google Earth and the Map Browser allow you to navigate to the parcel or to

up-to-date parcels. See example 1 of the Google Earth Help Manual on
page 22.

the area you arelooking for. Note that Google Earth only shows the most @

If | want to find one or more active orinactive parcels
using only the CanadaLands name?

Dependingon theinputandthetype of search, all tools would
o work except Google Earth that onlyshows the most up-to-date
parcels. See theexamplein the Map Browser (page 24), the
example 1 in the Survey Plan Search (page 14) and example 2
in the Survey Project Search (page 15)Help Manuals.




If | want to see the most recent parcels over an aerial
photograph?
GoogleEarthistheonly tool thatallows for viewing the parcels over

aerialimagery.See "How to Search" of the Google EarthHelp Manual
on page 15.

If | have a project number fromthe Canada Lands Survey
System?
If you know the project number, the Survey Project Search tool allow:

to find anyopen and/orclosed projects. See example 2 of the Survey
Project Search Help Manual on page 15.

If | knowthe name of the land surveyor?

Surveys by a Canada Lands Surveyor can be found usingthe Surveyor
field of the Survey PlanSearchand the Survey Project Search tools. See
"How to use Survey Project Search" of the Survey Project Search Help
Manual on page 10.

If | am looking for a parcel designated for a specific use (road,
park, school, etc.)?

Usingthe Survey Plan Search or the Survey Project Searchtools, itis
possibleto do a keyword search. See example 3 of the Survey Plan
Search Help Manual on page 18.

If | am looking for a specific type of document or a specifictype
of survey plan (condominium, mineral claim, right of ways) ?

Usingthe Survey Plan Search tool, itis possible to filterthe results
accordingto the type of documents or the purpose of the survey. See
"How to use Survey Plan Search" of the Survey Plan Search Help
Manual on page 10.

CLSS Map Browser 3.0
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KN
. OVERVIEW

Canada Lands include the Yukon, Northwest Territories and Nunavut; more than 3,100
Indian Reserves; Canada's National and Historic Parks; and Canada's offshore area.

The Canada Lands Survey System (CLSS) provides the framework for defining, marking,
and describing the boundaries of Canada Lands.

Survey records are the legal survey documents (plans, field notes, reports, diaries).

Official survey plans, information on surveysin progress and geospatial representations
of parcels of Canada Lands are all accessible online.

This guide focuses on the CLSS Map Browser, which allows users to browse the Canada
Lands Survey System (CLSS) data to search and look at related survey parcels and plans
maintained by the Surveyor General Branch (SGB). Users can navigate within the map
using a mouse or keyboard.

With the Map Browser you can access:

. The compiled reference plan showing the current survey fabric for a
selected reserve. The boundary lines created by underlying survey plans
may also be indicated.

. Individual survey plans

. Basic project information on surveys in progress

INFORMATION FOR LAND ADMINISTRATORS

Survey systems provide land administrators with the location and size of parcels of land,
allowing them to manage property rights.

Survey plans and cadastral datasets for geographical information systems (GIS) are
available to support land administrators with interests in Canada Lands.

The survey plans define boundaries, while the cadastral datasets are amalgamations of
all the parcel and plan information. The cadastral dataset is a valuable tool to support
planning and management, but should not be used for defining boundaries.


https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/earth-sciences/geomatics/canada-lands-surveys/about-canada-lands/10855
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Survey plans on Canada Lands are recorded in the Canada Lands Survey Records,
which are updated regularly and reflect the most recent recorded survey information.

BEFORE YOU BEGIN

Browser Requirements: The CLSS Map Browser is designed to work in various web
browsers and no plugins are required to access the application. However, other data
accessible through the browser, such assurvey plans, requires the use of third-party
applications to view the plan images.

JavaScript must be enabled.

The DjVu browser plug-in (Opens in new window) is required to view DjVu files.

Disclaimer:

Canada Lands Digital Cadastral Data provides the cadastral parcel framework for specified
Canada Lands. It can be used to view the administrative boundaries and cadastral parcels
within Indian Reserves, National Parks and the territories. By using this data, it is important
to understand and accept that the data is not to be used for defining boundaries.
Administrative decisions should be based on legal documents and survey plans.


hhttps://djvu.com/download/
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GETTING STARTED

Home Page of CLSS Map Browser: You can open the CLSS Map Browser English
version using a web browser of your choice: Microsoft Edge, Google’s Google
Chrome, or the Mozilla Foundation’s Firefox:

https://clss.nrcan-rncan.gc.ca/mb-nc/en/index.html

TIP: For definitions of unfamiliar terms, refer to the glossary on page 29.


https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclss.nrcan-rncan.gc.ca%2Fmb-nc%2Fen%2Findex.html&data=04%7C01%7CGenevieve.B.Marquis%40NRCan-RNCan.gc.ca%7C742356764a6c470c20fc08da085756f8%7C05c95b3390ca49d5b644288b930b912b%7C0%7C0%7C637831468449247896%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=Kjdyy2kWg3TAqM962oH%2B2qftdVVxg5lTDzzH4Tto7Vw%3D&reserved=0
https://clss.nrcan-rncan.gc.ca/mb-nc/en/index.html
https://clss.nrcan-rncan.gc.ca/mb-nc/en/index.html
https://clss.nrcan-rncan.gc.ca/mb-nc/en/index.html
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. HOW TO USE MAP BROWSER

NAVIGATING THE MAP BROWSER

Canada Lands Survey System - CLSS Map Browser

] » Help - Click to show or hide Search tab
Plus/minus /
used tozoom N\. - ol s Tools
. Available Searches - /
in and out PR
Full screen / ' . =
fn —| Default Map view 0
mode -
= Ocean
_@\ Legend
Print Lo
Help /
Map area e
STATES
Bering
WM Toggle
¥
Lat: 83.268 Lon: -173.555 | Scale 1: 65000000 =i ./ Basemap

UTME: 466570 N: 9247159, Zone: 2
,

UNITED

Esri, USG5 | Esri, FAQ, NGAY NRCan Powered by Eari

The current mouse
position in
latitude/longitude
and UTM
Coordinates
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CLSS Map Browser is useful for researching survey plan history because it enables a search
of all plans in a selected geographical area. However, since not all of the plans have been
prepared and included for geospatial presentation, in some cases it may not provide the
complete history. When needed, the Plan Survey Search tool, which provides the complete
history, should also be used.

TIP: Geospatial presentation refers to data that relates to a location on the earth.

There are some situationsin which CLSS Map Browser may NOT depict all plans recorded
in the Canada Lands Survey Records (CLSR). These include:

e Updatelag- There is a time delay between plan recording and updating the CLSS
Map Browser.

e Plans without spatial extent — The CLSS Map Browser is limited to representing
plans and field notes whose parcels can be represented by geographic
coordinates. For example, survey reports and sketches are not available through
the Map Browser.

e Plans relating to former or cancelled Canada Lands — Lands which are no longer
Canada Lands as per section 24 of the Canada Lands Surveys Act are notavailable
through the CLSS Map Browser.

e Veryold plansthat were never digitized —Some earlier plans may not be included
in CLSS Map Browser because they were never digitized and integrated with the
data set. For a complete record of all historical plans, use the Plan Search tool.

The Canada Lands Survey Records (CLSR) are updated regularly and include the most
recent recorded survey information. In order to obtain a complete listing of all applicable

plans, including the exceptions listed above, please refer to the CLSS Survey Plan Search
tool.


http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/L-6/page-3.html
http://clss.nrcan.gc.ca/advancedplansearch-rechercheplanavance-eng.php

TOOLS

CLSS Map Browser 3.0

The Navigator includes 12 tools:

©

Enter fullscreen: Allows the full screen mode of the application.

Default Map View: Displays the default map view showing almost all of
Canada.

Legend: Opens the legend tab. See page 16.

Print: Opens the print tab. See page 16.

Help: Allows youto access the help guide for the application and related
tools.

Draw a rectangle: Allows you to interactively select features on-screen
when defining a rectangle. The selection by location will return all the
results in each different category within the selected area on the map. See
page 21.

Previous Extent: Repositions the view to the previous screen view.
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Next Extent: Allows you to navigate forward through previous screen view.

Measure Area: Allows you to interactively measure an area on-screen using
the mouse pointer. Click once for the start point position, then click for
other lines to define corner positions, and double-click for the end point
position. The total area will appear on the map and in the Unit table.

Measure Length: Allows you to interactively measure distance on-screen
with the mouse pointer. Click once for the start point position, then click
again for each line you wish to place, and double-click for the end
point position. The results will appear on the map and the Unit table. See
example on page 15.

Clear Measurements: Erases all measurements and closes the Unit table.

Coordinate conversion: Permits you to convert coordinates by clicking a
point on the map or entering coordinates in the text box.



HOW TO USE THE MEASUREMENT TOOLS

Measure Distance

Avalable Searches
Parcel

e

=

@

il

point position.

@

2. Click once for the start

Lat: 53.069 Lon: -105.504 | Scale 1: 18000
UTM E: 466214 N: 5880055, Zone: 13

Esri, NASA, NGA, USGS, FEMA | Esri Community Maps Contribuf

e IO

tors, Esri Canada, Esri, HERE, Garmin, SafeGraph, GeoTechnologies.

METI/NASA, USGS,

.
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1. Click on the Measure Distance tool.

3. Then click again for each
following vertexand
/ double-click to complete

the distance measurement.

Unit
Metric -
Distance
1,419.49 m
New measurement .
EPA, US Census Bureau, USDA, NRCan, Parks Canada Powered by Esri

The approximate length of the line measured will be shown in metres on the map and
in the Unit table. The Unit table allows you to change the measurement unit.

Click on New measurement to start measuring another distance.

Unit

Metric

Distance
1,419.49 m

New measurement




SEARCH, LEGEND AND PRINT TABS

Available S=arches
[ Adminisfrative Area b

Fa
Mame o\
X
Administrative Area type
Province or Territory o
All Tabs O
123 Text
Basemap
¥ Ancillary line
----- Archived Surveyed Lina
------- Other Surveyed Line
------- Field Note
Export
Layout Map only
Title
Page setup

Letter ANSI A landscape”

File format

PDF v

D Advanced options

Exported files

Your exported files will appear here.

CLSS Map Browser 3.0

Use the Search Tabto begin a search.

The Legend explains how the different layers are
marked on the map. By clicking on the arrows inthe
Legend, and checking the boxes that appear, you can
show what is visible on the map, such as text,
ancillary lines, and easements. Hover over a feature
in the legend to have a brief description of that
feature.

After expanding the Print tab, select either to print a
map with a layoutoramaponly. Enterthetitleofthe
map, desired file format, size or page size. The scale
is automatically filled in from the map view but users
can enter their desired scale under Advanced
options. For the Layout, you can include an author,
copyrightand a legend inthemap layout.
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. HOW TO SEARCH

Canada Lands Survey System - CLSS Map Browser

» Help - Click to show or hide

i R——

| Administrative Area

N — Y
= Parcel
5
3 ._.

=
— Quad i
& 0
Survey Plan Lic o
= I e
L Surveys in Progress
=
- Township
® e e—
GREENLAND
TNITED
STATES
Bering
Sea
o
w
Lst: 82436 Lon: 175.287 | Scale 1: 65000000 s
UTM E: 474830 N: $153908 , Zone: 60 i ¢
UNITED —
Esri, USGS | Esri, FAC, NOAA, NRCan Powerad by Esri

The application will open showing a map of Canada. The search dialog box s located at
the top of the map. You can expand or collapse the dialog box. It is always best to begin
with a broad search, and then narrow your focus by filtering the results.

1. Select the type of search from the drop-down menu Available Searches. Available
searches include:

J Administrative Area
J Parcel

J Quad

J Survey Plan

J Survey in Progress

J Township



CLSS Map Browser 3.0

2. Typeinorselectadditional search options from the drop-down menu or dialog boxes
and/or select a Province or Territory .

The search options are refined by which type of available search is selected first,
showing additonal search options specifically for that type. Searches include:

. Canada Land

. Community (NWT, Nunavut, Yukon only)

. Cree-Naskapi (Quebec only)

. Indian Reserve (not option for Nunavutor Yukon)

. First Nation (not option for Nunavut or Yukon)

. Municipal Boundary (Alberta, BC only)

. National Park

. Parcel Designator

. Protected Area (NB, NWT, Nunavut, Yukon only)

. NTS Map Sheet for Quad (NWT, Nunavut, Yukon only)
. Survey Plan number or LTO

] Surveys In Progress

. Township information (Alberta, Manitoba, Saskatchewan only)
] Province or Territory

3. Click Search.
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In the search tab, select Administrative Area as the Available Search. Select Indian

Reserve as the Administrative Area type. Enter the Reserve name, First Nation or part
of the name and thenclick Search:

1. Select Administrative area
+ Aiaable SRS / as available searches.

Administrative Area ki ~
3. Enter the name of First -
Nation or the reserve or part of 1 ; Q
T Kitselas 4. Click Search.
the name.
First Nati X
Irs ation
)
D Administrative Area type
< Indian Reserve v
. . \ 2. Use the dropdown menu to
= Province or Territory v ]
search for an Indian Reserve.
@

Because community spellings and official spellings may differ, and because
TIP: multiple Reserves can be associated with a First Nation, it is recommended
that you enter some key part of the name in the Name or First Nation box.

The Search Results boxwill appear on the map. You can resize the box or move it
everywhere on the map.

You can export your results to a CSV file (in Excel) by clicking on the Download Results
icon. You can download the related Canada Land cadastral dataset by clicking on the
Download cadastral dataset icon to be redirected to an FTP site.
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Download Results

Click on the name link: \
N\
= ¥ X
Select Name Province/Territory Dataset
Download

0O KITSELAS 1 BC ¥ | cadastraldataset

Items per page: 50 v 1-10f1 1€ < > >

]

The map will zoom in to the feature after clicking on the link. A feature is highlighted on
the map when youselect it in the results box.

J3m JL {

( ol »
-

b

i.‘ Canada Lands Survey System - Map Browser |

Lat: 54.622 Lon: -128.425 | Scale 1: 36000 Whitlow
Island

UTM E: 537 138 N: 6052890, Zone: 9 i Ne,

To further refine the search, zoom in the area you are looking for and click on any parcel,
or use the Draw a rectangle tool (page 21).

April 2022 | Version 1



HOW TO SEARCH WITH THE DRAW A RECTANGLE TOOL

CLSS Map Browser 3.0

This tool allows you to select a location using a rectangle shape and search by location on

the map.

Canada Lands Survey System - CLSS Map Browser

» Help - Click to show or hide
RS V4

1. Select the tool Draw

a rectangle. \

Available Searches
Administrative Area

I= 7

2. Click once for the starting point \

and then drag the mouse
\ |

downward and to the right.
Sl —
R

3. Release the mouse when
the search area Isselected.

Lat: 53.095 Lon: -105.534 | Scale 1: 18000
UTM E: 464217 N: 5882986, Zone: 13

Esri, NASA, NGA, USGS, FEMA | Esri Community Meps Contributers, Es

l

ogies, Inc, METI/NASA, USGS, EPA, US Census Bureau, ... Powered by Esri

You can move the rectangle on the map to change the search area or you can resize the

rectangle by clicking on any vertex.
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The selection by location will return all the results in each different category within the
selected area on the map. It is useful to search for survey plan history as it will return the
latest survey plans and also previous survey plans.

Parcel (5) Survey in Progress (0)

Survey Plan (13)

Township (2)

¥ X

Administrative Area (1)

A\

v oA

27 N\

4

Select  Parcel Designator Remainder Plan Number Parcel Type
[0  ACCESS ROADWAY 1718R RSS SK Easement
O Lotee No 1718R RSS SK Parcel
O RIVERLOTEO Yes 55574 CLSR SK Parcel
[0 RIVERLOTE1 Yes 55574 CLSR SK Parcel
O RIWERLOTE2 Yes 55574 CLSR SK Parcel

Items per page: 50 - 1-50f5
/
The results
appear
here.

= Lat: 53.099 Lon: -105.538 | Scale 1: 18000
UTM E: 463974 N: 5883434, Zone: 13

Esri, NASA, NGA, USGS, FEMA | Esri Community Maps Contributors, Esri Cenads, Esri/ HERE, Garmin, 5afeGraph, GeoTechnclogies, Inc, METI/NASA, USGS, EPA, US Census Bureau,

N

Powered by Esri
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. HOW TO READ YOUR RESULTS

= ¥ X
Parcel (0) Surveys in Progress (0) Survey Plan (0) Township (0) Administrative Area (0)
Click on tab to show results
Search results are limited to 1000

The results will show the following categories:
J Parcel — Refers to an area of land
o Surveys In Progress — Survey work currently underway
J Survey Plan — Adocument that describes one or more parcels
o Township —A land division used in Western Canada that divides the prairie

provinces into townships composed of 36 sections, each 1 quare mile in size.

. Administrative Area —The spatial extents of a jurisdiction, created by combining all
the associated parcels together. These areas are generally Indian Reserves, Indian
Lands, Settlement Lands, National Parks, and Territorial Parks.

The number of documents related to each search will be indicated in brackets after the tab
name.

To further research or do an investigation, use the Draw a Rectangle tool by placing your
cursor and dragging downward to the right, creating a rectangle. This will produce a list of
items to choose from.

Clicking on the link for the Plan Number under SurveyPlan will zoom out to the entire plan.

TIP: At any time, click on Close Results to return to the map and to begin
another search.
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To find the plan relating to Lot 148 in Muskoday IR no.

search attribute:

_l’_ Avzilable Searches
Parcel -

Parcel Designator

148

IE Plan Number
<

Canada Land

MUSKODAY FIRST NATION LF

Province or Territory e

H EXAMPLE

UNITED
STATES

sering

Lat: 83.393 Lon: -107.570 | Scale 1: 65000000

UTM E: 466994 N: 2261018, Zone: 13

Beaufort
Sea

UNITED
Availables Searches
Parceal -
i Parcel Designatar
2. Type 148inthe Parcel | | 145 |
Designator field.
Plan Number

Canada Land

Province or Territory -

CLSS Map Browser 3.0

99, using the parcel number as the

GREENLAND

g
-

MUSKODAY FIRST NATION LF \

1. Select Parcel in the Available
Searches drop-down menu.

\ 4. Finally, click the search

button.

/

3. Enter “Musko” and all
Muskoday choices become
available




TIP:

I
fa

|4
X

Lat:
UTN
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If youdo not have any information on the parcel or the survey plan you are

looking for, search with the reserve name and zoom into the area you are
looking for.
L] N
Available Searches (m] >>
Parcel e -~
Paroel Designator b
143 O\ =
" =
Plan Number -
;!::S:K;D:AY FIRST NATION LF
Province or Territory -
J 148
5557

Select Parcel Designator

LOT 148

2240R RSS SK

Plan Number

ltems per page: 50

Parcel Type

Parcel

' . l

NS

Click on the link of Lot 148
to zoom in on the parcel.

-

Click on the link of the plan
number to see the Survey
Plan Details.




TIP:

Canada Lands Survey System

Survey Standards
Survey Plan Search
Survey Project Search
Map Browser

Grid Converter Tool
Well Offsets Tool

Cadastral Data

The survey plan can be
downloaded from the
Plan Imagesand/or
Fieldbooks section by
clicking on the link.
Choose a format (PDF
or tif) to download the
survey plan relating to
Lot 148.

Survey Plan Details

Details
Plan Number

Title

Description
Surveyor
Canada Lands
Date Surveyed
Date Entered

Project Number

2240R RSS SK

CLSS Map Browser 3.0

Clicking on View or the hyperlinked Plan number will redirect to the
Survey Plan Details page.

This plan was registered
under plan number
2240R RSS SK.

LOT &1 (MONUMENTING THE UNPOSTED LIMIT S OF LOT 81, PLAN 1716R RSS)
AND LOT 148 AFFECTING LOT 18, PLAN 55574 CLSR, 69PA13025 LTO IN TP4TA-

24-2 (eng; CAN)

JAMIESON, WL ()

MUSKODAY FIRST NATION LR. 99 (06555)

2004-07-08

2005-01-25

Plan Images and/or Fieldbooks

This plan was registered on
January 25, 2005.

Filter items | Showing 1 to 2 of 2 entries | Show (10 v | entries
File Name File Size Last Modified Date File Format
®2240RRSS5K PDF 272MB 2017-03-06 PDF
@ rss2240r tif 155.23KB 2005-06-24 TIF

This is what the downloaded plan looks like:

v e srporbed Vit of L 1,
)

=
R
A

e S
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.HELP

HELP ON VIEWING AND DOWNLOADING DOCUMENTS
This section provides tips and recommendations on viewing and downloading survey
plans, maps and other documents.

Viewing Large Size Survey Plan Images

For survey plan images that are relatively large in scale (very wide/tall in pixels) orlarge in
file size (larger than 8MB), some image viewing software may not be capable of showing
it properly. As a result, when users load the image in their viewers, it could appear to be
blank. To view large images, you can download image viewing software such as
[rfanView.

Viewing DjVu files

Some of the scanned survey plans and related documentation are available in DjVu
format where file sizes are large and high file compression is required. To view DjVu files,
you need the DjVu viewer available for free download from this site:
https://djvu.com/download/.

Viewing PDF files

Some of the documentation and maps are available in PDF format. To view PDF files you
need Acrobat Reader 6.0 (or later) on your system. If the Adobe download site is not
accessible to you, you can download Adobe Reader from an accessible page. If you
choose not to use Acrobat Reader, you can convert the PDF file to HTML or ASCII text
using one of the conversion services offered by Adobe.

Viewing large images at best quality

This website may provide links to very large detailed images that may exceed the browser
window size even if the window is maximized. Some browsers have the capability of
scaling these large images to fit in the browser window, but unfortunately this reduces
the quality of the image and legibility of the information. If an image changes size to fill
the browser window as the window is resized, the scaling feature has been enabled. The
scaling feature should be disabled to view the image at best quality, although this
requires the use of browser window scrollbars to view the entire image. To disable the
image scaling:

Microsoft Internet Explorer:

Select Tools - Internet Options — Advanced

Scroll down to the Multimedia section, and uncheck the Enable Automatic Image
Resizing option.

Firefox:

Select Tools - Options - Advanced — General

Uncheck the Resize larger images to fit in the browser window option in the
Browsing section.


https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/maps-tools-and-publications/maps/canada-lands-surveys/tools-applications-canada-lands-surveys/11094#h
http://www.irfanview.com/
https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/maps-tools-and-publications/maps/canada-lands-surveys/tools-applications-canada-lands-surveys/11094#h
https://djvu.com/download/
https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/maps-tools-and-publications/maps/canada-lands-surveys/tools-applications-canada-lands-surveys/11094#h
https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/maps-tools-and-publications/maps/canada-lands-surveys/tools-applications-canada-lands-surveys/11094#h
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NEED MORE HELP?

For terms and abbreviations please refer to the glossary.

For help with survey plans, please refer to the National Standards for the Survey of

Canada Lands and the Interdepartmental and Intergovernmental Agreements.

For any other information, contact your Surveyor General Branch Regional Office:

e Alberta Regional Office

e Atlantic Regional Office

e British Columbia Regional Office

e Manitoba Regional Office

e Northwest Territories Regional Office

e NunavutRegional Office

e Ontario Regional Office

e (Quebec Regional Office

e Saskatchewan Regional Office

e Yukon Regional Office



http://clss.nrcan.gc.ca/clss/surveystandards-normesdarpentage/
http://clss.nrcan.gc.ca/clss/surveystandards-normesdarpentage/
http://clss.nrcan.gc.ca/clss/surveystandards-normesdarpentage/agreements
https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/surveyor-general-branch-offices/11070#ab
https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/surveyor-general-branch-offices/11070#ns
https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/surveyor-general-branch-offices/11070#bc
https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/surveyor-general-branch-offices/11070#mb
https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/surveyor-general-branch-offices/11070#nt
https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/surveyor-general-branch-offices/11070#nu
https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/surveyor-general-branch-offices/11070#to
https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/surveyor-general-branch-offices/11070#qc
https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/surveyor-general-branch-offices/11070#sk
https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/surveyor-general-branch-offices/11070#yt
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Administrative Area

The spatial extents of a jurisdiction created by combining all the associated parcels
together. These areas are generallyIndian Reserves, Indian Lands, Settlement Lands,
National Parks, and Territorial Parks.

Administrative Plan

A plan created foradministrative purposes and preparedunder Section 31 of the
CanadaLlands Surveys Act. They are used for defining boundaries or parcels and they
areapproved by the Surveyor General before being recorded inthe CLSR.

Air Space Parcel Survey

An air space parcel survey is a surveythat describes a volume of space. Examples
include underground tunnels, bridges, and overhead walkways. Air space parcel
boundaries areindependent of physical structures, and are defined by plane or
curved surfaces that have three-dimensional coordinates.

Allotment

The process by whichanindividual ora group receives |awful possession of reserve
landfromthe Band, the First Nation Council, or any other body entitled to assign land.

Artificial Boundary

An invisible boundary defined by a straightline, a circular curve of known radius,
or,inrarecases, a spiralcurve. Arectangular parcelis usually formed by
artificial boundaries.

Boundary

Boundaries of parcels are ubiquitous. They existinthe fieldonly and are created by
agreements between people. All peoples across all cultures mark the boundaries of
their parcelsonthegroundorintheair. These boundaries can serve economic, social
or security purposes. Aboundarycan be defined using artificial lines or natural
elements suchrivers or ridge lines. On Canada Lands, onlya Canada Lands Surveyor
can makethe connection between the descriptionof thelandas presented on a
survey planandthe boundary itself in thefield.

Boundary Surveys

Regulated expertise thatincorporates technical, procedural and legal aspects related
to determining, describing and demarcating property and administrative
boundaries. Also referred to as Land Surveys, Cadastral Surveys, and Legal Surveys.

Cadastral dataset

Cadastraldatasets, also known as digital cadastraldata or survey fabric are
amalgamations of all the parcels and planinformation. This amalgamationcan
be used to support planning and management, butshould not be used for
defining boundaries.

Cadastral Surveys

Regulated expertise thatincorporates technical, procedural and legal aspects
related to determining, describing and demarcating property andadministrative
boundaries. Also referred to as Boundary Surveys, Land Surveys, and Legal Surveys.

Canada Land

As defined in Section 24 of the Canada Lands Surveys Act, Canada Lands include the
Yukon, Northwest Territories and Nunavut; over 3100 Reserves; Canada's National
Parks; and Canada's offshore area.
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Canada Lands in
Google Earth

CanadalandsinGoogle Earthisan overlay providing anintegrated view of
boundaries andparcelsinGoogle Earth.

Canada Lands Survey
Records (CLSR)

The Canadalands Survey Records is aregistry of legal survey documents and contains
survey plans, field notes, diaries, reports and other documents to support property
rights on Canada Lands.

Canada Lands Survey
System (CLSS)

The Canada Lands Survey System (CLSS) provides the framework and infrastructure
for defining, demarcating and describing boundaries of Canada Lands and of private
landsinthe North.

Canada Lands Surveyor
(CLS)

Surveyors who holda commission under Section 49 of the Canada Lands Surveyors
Act applymathematics, property law anduse of the latest measurement technology
to create parcels of land and establish property boundaries on Canada Lands.

CLSS Map Browser

The CanadaLands Survey System Map Browseris aninteractive, map-based plan and
parcel searchtool.

Community

Refers to rural and northern communities of the territories orinthe provincesinthe
Canada Lands Survey System.

Compiled Plan

A compiled planis a plan of parcels or boundaries produced using surveyfield note
information of records in the CLSR, as well asincorporating that information shown
on plansregisteredin a provincial or territorial Land Titles office. Compiledplans are
a means to create parcels froma reliable surveyfabric.

Condominium Surveys

The objective of a condominium survey or condominium plan is to divide property
into partsto be owned individually (called “units”) and parts to be owned in common
(called “common property” or “common elements”. For example, on a condominium
plan,a building canbe defined by reference to floors, walls, and ceilings.

Control Surveys

Control surveys provide horizontal and vertical positions of points or monuments to
which other surveys are adjusted.

Coordinates

Asystemthatisusedto calculate, maporlocate the position of objects, for example
geographiccoordinates indegrees of latitude and longitude or Universal Transverse
Mercator (UTM) projected coordinates in metres.

Cree-Naskapi

Refers to Cree and Naskapi communities innorthernQuebecin the Canada Lands
Survey System.

Digital cadastral data

Digital cadastral data, alsoknownas cadastral dataset or survey fabricare
amalgamations of all the parcels and planinformation. This amalgamationcan
be used to support planning and management, but should notbe used for
defining boundaries.

Easement

A non-exclusive, limited right affecting real property allowing one party to crossor
useanother party’s landfor specific purposes.
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Explanatory Plan

An Explanatory Planis a plan prepared frominformationfoundon plans and field
notes recordedin the Canada Lands Survey Records (CLSR), and is not based upon any
new field survey. An Explanatory Plan is usedto define the boundaries of short-term
or non-exclusiveinterests such as short-term | eases, utility easements, access roads
or right-of-ways, and First Nationsurrender or designation votes.

Field Book

Surveyors use field books to record data and make notes whilethey arein thefield.
Some of this fieldbook information is shown on the survey planand/orfield notes
submitted to the Surveyor General.

Field Notes

Field notes arethe synthesis of the data collected inthe field during the execution
of the survey. Field notes of survey prepared by a surveyorand submitted to the
Surveyor General are sometimes filedin the CLSR in accordance with Section 18 of
the Canadalands Surveys Act. Fieldnotes canbeincluded inasurveyplanor not.

First Nation

Inthe Canada Lands Survey System, First Nations may refer to a band or acommunity
thatis associated with one or more Indian reserves.

Indian Reserve

Tractofland setaside under the Indian Act or treaty agreements for the exclusive use
of a First Nation. Areservecan be heldin common between different First Nations.

Indigenous Services
Canada (ISC)

ISC works and supports Indigenous peoples in assumingcontrol of the delivery

of services atthe paceandin thewaysthey choose, including access and
maintenanceto land tenuresystems suchas the Indian Land RegistrySystem (ILRS)
and theFirst Nations Land Registry System (FNLRS) to record property interests in
FirstNations lands.

Internal Boundary

Internal boundaries mark the limits of the parcelsinside a jurisdictional area, for
examplestheinternalboundaries of a First Nationreserve.

Jurisdictional

With regard to land, a jurisdictional boundaryis a boundarybetween two domains
thathaveseparatejurisdictions overlandadministration. Forsurveys of Canada
Lands, jurisdictional boundaries include the boundaries of Indian Reserves, National

Boundary Parks,andSettlement Landsin theterritories. The boundaryofa road vestedina
provincethrough an Indian Reserve or National Park is a jurisdictionalboundary.
Allows searching with keywords inthe Canada Lands Survey System. The keyword

Keyword & Y vy Y

searchonly applies to documents title and description.

Land Description

A description of the extent and location of a parcel defined using survey plans orany
other documents.

Land Registry

Alandregistryisa setofrecords thatanyone can searchto findout what ownership,
leases, permits and other interests mayapply to a parcel of land.

Land Surveys

Regulated expertise thatincorporates technical, procedural and | egal aspects
related to determining, describing and demarcating property andadministrative
boundaries. Also referred to as Boundary Surveys, Cadastral Surveys, and

Legal Surveys.




CLSS Map Browser 3.0

Legal Surveys

Regulated expertise thatincorporates technical, procedural and legal aspects
related to determining, describing and demarcating property andadministrative
boundaries. Also refer to as Boundary Surveys, Land Surveys, and Cadastral Surveys.

Lot

Normallyone of a series of parcels comprising a subdivision of a townsite used
to define the extent of land ownership or other exclusive use of land.

Mapping Product

Maps andplans other than survey plans canbe registeredin the Canada Lands Survey
System. Such mapping products do not create boundaries.

Mineral Claim Surveys

Surveys whose purposeis to define boundaries of subsurface interest for lease
purposesintheYukon, Northwest Territories and Nunavut.

Municipal Boundary

Inthe Canada Lands Survey System, refers to official extent of the community
boundary as defined by territorial | egislation.

National Park

Inthe CanadaLands Survey System, refers to Canada's National Parks included in
Canada Lands definition.

Natural Boundary

A boundary defined by a natural feature, suchas a water boundary, a watershed line,
oraridgeline.

Not Applicable

The Notapplicablefilter can be used to searchfor items suchas : Cancelled plans,
Compiledplans—Wherefield notes only, Diaries, Sketches, NTS Map sheets, Display
posters, Some Legal descriptions, Reports (non-survey), Mapping products, etc.

Official Plan

A plan confirmed by the Surveyor General under Section 29 of the Canada
Lands Surveys Act. Boundaries defined by the monuments shown on the Official
Plan becomethetrueboundarylines. Thistype of planis generallyusedfor
jurisdictionalboundaries.

Oil and Gas Wells
and Facilities

Limited rightareas representing the spatial extent of an oil and gas well site
or facilities.

Oil and Gas Right

See Right-of-Way.

of way
An area of land, usually surveyed, regardless of dimensions, thatis capable of
being used to define the extent of land ownership or other exclusive use of land.
Parcel Itincludes, butis notlimited to, lots, bl ocks, subdivisions, roads, highways,

rights-of ways, condominium units, air space parcels, etc. Aparcel has defined
limits, known as boundaries.

Parcel Designator

The name of the Land Parcel shownon legal survey documents, which usually
includes thelotnumber.

Parcel Identification
Number (PIN)

Unique numbers (usually 7 to 9 digits) automaticallygenerated by the survey system
and theland registry system for a parcel based on the land description. Different PIN
numbers can be assigned to a parcel, forexample a Natural Resources CanadaPINin
the Canadalands Survey Systemanda Indigenous Services Canada PINin the Indian
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Land Registry System. The parcels may also have been assignedan existingPIN, the
samenumber inboth systems.

Plan

See Survey Plan.

Plan and Field Notes

Survey plan and field notes combined under one plan.

Plan Number

Number given to the planinthe Canada Lands Survey System. This number canbe a
Canada Lands Survey Records plan (for example 106523 CLSR) or a Regional Survey
plan (forexample 5233 RSQin the province of Quebec).

Project Number

Project numberissued by the Surveyor General Branchis made of theyear, the
operating area and a sequential number (for example, 201912052, openedin
Saskatchewanin2019).

Protected Area

Protected lands as a result of the publicinterest or common good. In the Canada
Lands Survey System, these areas can include habitat, wilderness areas and other
special managementareas.

A division of land used inthe territories and defined by the National Topographic

Quad System (NTS) Quads sheets, which divide areas ina systematic pattern and allows
parcelsto be given a unique Parcel Identifier inthe Canada Lands Survey System.
Reference and Index Documents are used for documents thatare notsurvey
documents. For the most part, they will be documents prepared fora client or for

e R AT internal office use, which could have the purpose of assisting with planning or

Index Document

depicting various situational information. For example, index maps could be used by
office staff to track instruments andland transfers on a reserve. Mapping prepared
for requests and projects would also fall into this category as theseitems would be
recorded inthe CLSR atthattime.

Registration Plan

A RegistrationPlanis a type of administrative plan. The registration plan is no longera
productused since 2015. It consisted of a graphicaldescription of the boundaries of
land prepared frominformation contained in existing documents, field notes of
survey, controlled aerial photographs or maps and from information found
inlandtransaction documents.

Related Plan

Allows searching with a plan number to findall the plans or documents associated
withit.

Report

See Survey Report.

Right-of-Way

A parcel, corridor, or other physicaltract of landusedfor the passage of people,
vehicles, or materials such as oil and gas, el ectricity, telecommunications, or water.

Road and Railroad

Allows searching forsurveys whose purposeis to createroads orrailroads in the
Canada Lands Survey System.

Settlement Land Claim

Allows searching inthe Canada Lands Survey System for survey documents related to
lands transferred to aboriginal groupsinaccordance with the provisions of land claim




CLSS Map Browser 3.0

settlementlegislationas well as lands created under Comprehensive Land Claims
Processthatdo notor will not have Indian Reserve status under the Indian Act.

Site Plan

Plan showing the property “asitis built” or “as-built” ata particular pointin time.

Subdivision

Action of dividing a piece of landinto two or more parcels or lots. Withinthe Canada
Lands Survey System, subdivisions are used inthe Yukon to identify parcels of land.

Survey Fabric

Survey fabric, alsoknownas cadastral fabric, cadastral datasets or digital cadastral
data areamalgamations of all the parcels and planinformation. This amalgamation
canbeusedtosupport planningand management, but should not be used for
defining boundaries.

Survey Plan

A planthatdefines boundaries and parcels of land. Asurvey planis used to describe
oneor moreparcels. There are different types of Canada Lands survey plans:
administrative plans, compiled plans, explanatory plans, official plans and
registration plans.

Survey Plan Search

The Survey Plan Search is a text-based search tool for all currentand historical
recordsinthe Canada Lands Survey System.

Survey Project Search

The Survey Project Search is a text-based searchtool for in-progress survey projects
inthe CanadaLands Survey System.

Survey Records

The CanadaLands Survey Records is a registry of legal survey documents and contains
survey plans, field notes, diaries, reports and other documents to support property
rights on Canada Lands.

Survey Report

Inthe CanadaLands Survey System, a survey reportis used when more information
or documentationis required thanthatshownon the submitted plans and/or
field notes.

Drawing or plan which purposeisto presenta sketch of an area. Some sketches are

Survey Sketch recorded inthe Canada Lands Survey System butare notapprovedor confirmed by
the Surveyor General.
The surveyor makes the connection between the descriptionof thelandas presented
Surveyor

on paper or inthedigital world and therealityin thefield.

Surveyor General
Branch (SGB)

The Surveyor General Branchincludes the Surveyor General and his employees. The
Surveyor General has thelegal responsibility, subject to the direction of the Minister
of Natural Resources, to manage all surveys on Canada Lands andto maintain all the
original plans, journals, field notes and other documents connected with those
surveys.

Surveyor General
Branch Regional Office

The regional structure of SGB allows to be responsive to the needs of people working
with the Canada Lands Survey System. To contact your Surveyor General Branch
Regional Office:

e Alberta Regional Office
e AtlanticRegional Office



https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/surveyor-general-branch-offices/11070#ab
https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/surveyor-general-branch-offices/11070#ns
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e British Columbia Regional Office
e Manitoba Regional Office
e NorthwestTerritories Regional Office

e NunavutRegional Office

e Ontario Regional Office

e Quebec Regional Office

e Saskatchewan Regional Office
e Yukon Regional Office

Survey In Progress

Survey work currently underway.

A land division system usedin Canadathatdivides upthelandsinto sections of one

Township square mile on township plans. The Canada Lands Survey System allows searching for
townshipinformationthroughout the prairie provinces.
A boundary of an upland parcel bounded by a body of water. It can bethe water’s
Water Boundary edge, the vegetation edge, the mean high water mark(MHWM), the ordinary high

water mark (OHWM), the mean low water mark (MLWM), or ad medium filum (amf).

Zoning and Land Use

Allows searching for surveys whose purposeisto createzoningand landuseinthe
Canada Lands Survey System.



https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/surveyor-general-branch-offices/11070#bc
https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/surveyor-general-branch-offices/11070#mb
https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/surveyor-general-branch-offices/11070#nt
https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/surveyor-general-branch-offices/11070#nu
https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/surveyor-general-branch-offices/11070#to
https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/surveyor-general-branch-offices/11070#qc
https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/surveyor-general-branch-offices/11070#sk
https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/surveyor-general-branch-offices/11070#yt
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